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17" CONFEREVE REVIEW
1. Own presentation

Name: BARAHEBUZA MURENGERA AIME LUCKY
Email: luckybara050@gmail.com

Content:

In this review, I am talking about the places we visited
during the 17™ conference in J apan including the visit
to the National Museum of Nature and Science,
Japanese-Korean Historical Museum and Kabukiza
play as one of the Japanese traditional culture; I
request you to read carefully my review as we learned
a lot during this conference and I am eagerly looking
forward to share with you this experience, Only in
- Japan.

In addition, I am going to talk about my experience in Japan, the country of the rising sun and
how I was inspired to learn Japanese language, without forgetting to tell you my presentation
during the 17" conference in short as part of the learning outcome during the conference.

2.Places we visited

* National Museum of Nature and Science

During the visit to the National Museum of Nature and Science we got the opportunity to visit
different sections of the museum and we learned a lot about the history of science in Japan, the
Nature as we have seen a lot of animal and plant species that I have never seen before especially
talking about the marine biodiversity. In addition, I have seen also the history of the Human
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being in coexistence with nature as well as the History of the dinosaurs. For me, it was the first
time experiencing such unforgettable experience and it was an opportunity to develop my
understanding as a scientist.

* Japanese-Korean Historical Museum

During the visit to the Japanese-Korean Historical Museum, we learned about the international
relations between Japan and other countries especially south Korea. The situation in Korea
toward Japan for example taking into consideration the statue of a comfort woman in Seoul.
From this, I learned that there are many conflicts and insecurities not only in African countries
but also around the world, and we should focus firstly to making our world a better place by
promoting peace and reconciliation and working together for the better future.

* Kabukiza show performance

It was my first time experiencing the Kabuki performance and it was a privilege for me and
whole group in general, it is a famous play in Japan and I was surprised first by the costume and
make ups as they are unique to Japan and also mentioning the dynamic stage which is really
fantastic and it gives an experience that I have never seen before. Although it was played in
Japanese, we had devices for translation and we could get the idea. Japanese like so much there
culture, it was cloudy, many people came to see Kabuki performances and I think it is the same
in Rwanda when it comes to dancing our traditional dances.

3. Comprehensive review

Generally speaking, the 17™ conference was very productive with good experiences, it was my
first time visiting Japan and my first impression at the airport was the weather, the hot air. |
didn’t expect that, however, I like the weather indeed. Although sometimes it get a bit difficult
for respiration. During the visit to cape Inbosaki, I saw the Pacific Ocean for my first time,
although there were dangerous wind waves and it seemed scary, but during the journey to Cape
Inbosaki, I got the opportunity to see the landscape and it is completely different from Rwandan
landscape as it is made up of mountains while in Japan it is mostly planes.

Furthermore, the following days, we visited different places as I mentioned above and we did
many presentations as part of the conference and I want to highlight some points from my

presentation entitled ‘Rwanda a peaceful and safe nation’ where I talked about Rwanda
after the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi and Rwanda and the outside as well, where I mentioned
how Rwanda is collaborating with other countries contributing to the development of Rwanda,
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the region and the African continent in general.

In addition, devoted by Japanese hospitality I came up with the idea of learning Japanese
language as many Japanese cannot speak English and I was interested in talking to them thereby
there was a language barrier and I think learning Japanese will help me to strengthen the bond
between Rwanda and Japan not only through JRYC but also other cooperation and interaction
with Japanese.

To cut a long story short, I cannot conclude without saying that Japan is a good country, highly
developed compared to Rwanda, with smart citizens and I can say that we have a lot to learn
from Japan. More importantly, I want to thank everyone who contributed for the 17™ conference,
Japanese institutions for your support to JRYC, JRYC members Japan side for the good
experience you shared with us, I can say that it will forever remain in our memory. Thank you
for teaching me how to use chopsticks, for the Japanese breakfast and other Japanese culture, I
believe that I have double nationality thanks to being in Japan, I am a Japanese by spirit.

Arigato gozaimasu
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JRYC 17TH CONFERENCE REVIEW

1. Own presentation

Name: Daniel Igirimbabazi

Contents

From 14th to 22nd of August, 2018, | and my
fellow three JRYC members attended 17th JRYC
conference that was held in Tokyo, Japan. The
following is the review of some of the places we
visited during our itinerary in Japan. | will talk
about Cape Inubosaki, Koishikawa Korakuen
(Japanese Garden) and Tsukiji Honganji Temple &
Tsukiji Market. Also, | will highlight my
experience in Japan and then give comments
generally about the places we visited as well as
about my journey in Japan.

2. PLACES WE VISITED

A. Tsukiji Temple and Tsukiji M

5

i. Tsukiji market
Arriving at Tsukiji market, we saw a very
huge crowd of Japanese and foreign tourists
within the market which is a sign of its
popularity. We could see very huge fish on
sale by the entrance, a wide range of

arket

Japanese wines, sake, asahi and other
alcoholic drinks, non-alcoholic beverages,
nuts, saldines, so many meat-related
foodstuffs. We could see some stand inside
the market which sell ice creams, fast foods
and take away pizzas. However, most of the
goods in Tsukiji market were quite
expensive although they are of good quality.
Since our purpose by then was not shopping
but just observing and exploring Japanese
Tsukiji market, we just bought some few
snacks to taste and it was oishi!, we then left
the market and went for lunch at a Turkish
restaurant

Il . Tsukiji Temple

Among the first places 1 was looking
forward to visit on my trip to Japan was
Budhist temple. I used to watch Asian
movies and see Buddhism activities and get
keen to know more about them. Visiting
Tsukiji Honganji was a dream come true for
me because | got to see most of Buddhism
traditions that were unique and fascinating
in person. I was impressed by how



foreigners are welcomed and made feel at
home, normally before entering temples, one
has to remove their shoes, but it is not the
case at Tsukiji Hongwanji because their

B. Cape Inubosaki

It was day 1 of the visit earlier in the
morning of 15™ August, when we woke up
earlier, took some delicious breakfast and hit
the road in a car from Funabashi towards
Cape Inubosaki. Along the way we could
observe the amazing plantations of Japanese
farmers especially crops like rice and some
forests. As we started approaching the cape
and along the way we could view Ocean

shoreline and beach very close to the road

C. Koishikawa botanical garden

intentions are giving people from diverse
cultures a sense of feeling at home while
learning and practicing Buddhism traditions

and it was a phenomenal experience to be
able to view the Ocean for the first time in
my life. We arrived at Cape Inubosaki at
around 12hoo pm, we got out of the car and
headed to a small tower that helps the
visitors to view from above the ocean and
the cities around. We then headed straight to
the top of the tower where we experienced a
great moment of the marvelous view of the
ocean, the beach, the city and some gentle
breeze from the ocean which was getting
windy at times while sipping our cold drinks.
We were so amazed to see such a beauty
sight of Japan that is very unique and

eye-catching.

At the garden, we had this pleasure to learn the Japanese aquatic life. We saw the fantastic views



that include the artificial lake with some Japanese turtles and fish swimming within, we could
see the amazing water lilies, the bridge above that artificial lake, the interesting groups of visitors
with cameras presumably journalists working in nature departments because they looked very
professional with their high definition cameras steady to capture every moment especially in the
water. Generally the whole area is big enough and has a wide range of diverse nature

components both flora and fauna

General Comment

My personal experience in Japan was so amazing, | had a culture shock of using chop sticks for the first couple
of days but | got better day by day. | was eager and able to learn some basic Japanese words such as
KONN'CHIWA, OHAYO OGOZAIMASU, ARIGATO, SUMMIMASEN, HAI etc. The food were so delicious
especially seaweed, ramen, fish and the Japanese drinks such as sake.

THANK YOU!
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Reflection on the JRYC 17th Conference

1. Summary
Name: Mugisha Alain Philemon

Email: mugaphil@gmail.com

Content:

In this document, I reflected on the JRYC 17th Conference that we attended this August 2018. I
will talk about my expectations, my experience in Japan, two of the places we visited, namely
Yasukuni Shrine and the visit to the Rwandan embassy in Japan, and last but not least, my
presentation.

2. Places we visited

A. Yasu

uni Shrine
.', 'ﬁ:‘"\

(! oy

ath

“T assure those of you who fought and died for your country that your names will live forever

at this shrine in Musahino”, vowed Emperor Meiji when He visited Tokyo in 1874. This short
quote clearly highlights the main purpose of our visit to the Yasukuni shrine. We learned that
this shrine was established to commemorate and honor all people who sacrificed their precious
life to protect Japan. We visited also the museum at the same place, in which we got to learn the
history of Japan. We also saw the military tools used in the modern Japan, and the history of
evolution in general. Omne thing I learned at Yasukuni is that no matter how far
nations/countries may reach, we should always remember and honor everyone who helped to
achieve that. Otherwise we leave no history behind.
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B. Wanda

I embassy in Japan

N\,

= —
This is actually one of the highlights of the conference. During this visit we met with H.E. the
Ambassador and the First Counselor and, after making a short presentation, we talked and
discussed about the core values of the cooperation. This talk was much more interactive as we
expressed our framework and shared values, mission and goals. The Ambassador and the first
counselor took time to share their insights on how we can develop our cooperation.

3. Comprehenswe review

A perfect word to describe this JRYC 17th Conference is “Amazing experience”! When I was
selected to attend the conference, I felt like I was going to a totally different world, different
people, different culture, different society, and a different country. But I was surprised the very
first moment when we arrived at the airport. I saw how everyone at the airport was willing to
help. After checking out at the airport when we got outside, everyone was waiting for us,
shouting Hello! You guys are amazing!

A little while after, I began feeling something strange, the temperature. In Rwanda we don’t
experience such kind of hot and humid climate. I struggled the first night, but in the morning
everything was great! This is one of the things I was lucky to experience.

Generally, during the conference, we visited many places. Every time we arrived back home
extremely exhausted, just because we had been busy going and studying the whole day. This is
something that the youth back here in Rwanda need to learn; hard work and time management.
This is still a major problem with most African countries, but I am convinced that if we had that
habit, Africa could become a totally different continent.

I cannot forget the Japanese hospitality. I have said this many times but I will say a little bit
about it again. On our second night in Japan, near our home in Chiba prefecture, there was Bon
festival. We passed by and joined other people there. I was surprised by how everyone was
willing to greet us, to show how to dance, etc. even if there was a language barrier (we do not
speak Japanese, and many people there don’t speak English) still people wanted to come and
talk to us!
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conference. I already knew that summer is the busiest time for youth all over the world, some are
on holidays abroad, some are on job and others are back home, so I didn’t expect many JRYC
members to join us. But what happened was totally different from what I thought. Everyone
tried to make himself / herself available. You tried your best to be available every day and be
with us. And those who have jobs, when they finished at evening they immediately joined us.

Amazing people!
- 'm T

| S
| ‘* .

I prepared a presentation during the conference which I gave title “Peace Basket, the pride of
Rwanda”. A basket is an invaluable object in Rwandan culture as it holds a significant role in the
way people live. I urge you to read through it. I left a copy of it.

Let me conclude by thanking everyone (JRYC members, their families, supporting institutions,
etc) who contributed to make this JRYC 17th such an amazing experience and a conference to
always remember.

We assure you that lessons learned in Japan will be a trigger to a much more improved JRYC, a
JRYC that we all strive to develop and to see grow!

Thank You Japan!
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Review of the 17™conference of JRYC

Topic: Evolution of dating and marriage in Rwandan culture

Presenter: AYINYERETSE ISHIMWE Peace Diane

Contents

This topic was talking about the way Rwandan people used to date and choosing their

partner (Spouse).It shows the strategies that were being used during the pre-colonial,

during colonialism and today period and also shows the advantages and disadvantages

of each.

Discussion

We have discussed on the situation during pre-colonial period where Rwandan Parents

were supposed to arrange the marriage of their children without involving children (boy

and girl) which means couples met for the first time on their marriage.

We talked also on the colonialism period where both boys and girls were allowed to

choose their partner but before they get married, they might be an agreement of Parents.
Therefore we saw that today’s situation is totally different from others because there is

no agreement of Parents during marriages and some People use to date online which

result in the large number of divorces.

We have discussed on which situation is preferable and why it is preferable. Here

everyone had the time to tell his/her opinion.

Places we visited

Date of visit: 19/08/2018
Name of the place: TEPIA Advanced Technology Gallery
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It was on Sunday in the afternoon where we visited the TEPIA Advanced Technology Gallery.They
welcomed us and give us the book that contain the explanation of each project in English and that is
where we started making the tour inside TEPIA and it was allowed to use the objects inside TEPIA.
TEPIA does research on the trend of advanced technology such as machinery,information
technology, new material,biotechnology,energy.

Some of the project we found in TEPIA are:

* The CarriRo Logistics support robots: which help in transportation of items.it
1s an automatic transport. for example in the store,we usually push the carts
when we are choosing products to buy but it is different when you use the
CarriRo robots because it follows you wherever you go without pushing.You
only need to press a button so that the carts follows you and when you release
the button it stops.

* Manga generator K.A.I which enable a person to Jump into the
two-dimensional world of manga,where your image is taken by the camera and
the shot is converted so that it can be incorporated in a manga.

* LIMEX sheet which is a material made by combining limestone and polyolefin
and is used as a replacement for traditional Paper in order to reduces
environmental problems such as the destruction of forest or water shortages.This

LIMEX sheet also resist the water and is durable.

There were many other projects that we have seen in there.
This visit to the : TEPIA Advanced Technology Gallery was an exciting and learning

experience for us .It opened our mind to the future world of technology.
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Date of visit: 18/08/2018
Name of the place: Sensoji Temple
We have also visited the Sensoji temple, a place where you find many tourists as it was

the weekend there were a large number of People.

It is also a place to see traditional Japanese culture around Tokyo.we went inside and
our Japanese collegues started to explain more on the temple the history of the temple
and told us about the two Gods that are on the main gate(God of thunder & God of
winds).

Before reaching the temple,we passed in the street which is surrounded by shops where
you can find souvenirs and that place is called”’Nakamise-dori”.Therefore, In front of
the main hall of the temple, we saw many people covering themselves with smoke. The
smoke they are covering themselves with on their head, is believed to chase away bad
spirit and make themselves smarter and Clean.After being cleaned we went inside the
temple and pray.

Back outside of the temple on the left-side there was another place which was full of
people who were being told their fortune.To know your fortune,you put a 100¥ in the
fortune teller and shake a little container that is full of stick and the pick on stick to see
your fortune.Some pick the good fortune,others pick bad fortune and in order to chase
away those bad fortune you tie the paper on a branch so that those bad fortune can

become good fortune.
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Comprehensive review

h . . . .
The 17" conference was an exciting and a big Learning experience where we learned a

lot on Japanese culture,we learned the basics of Japanese Language and we really
appreciate the way Japanese people keep their culture which is a good example.

We enjoyed the Japanese food like soba noodles, Tempura, Okonomiaki, etc and drinks
like Tea, Sake and beers.

We enjoyed not only Japanese food but also the city which is very clean and the
organization of Japanese people.

It was our first time to experience the hot weather, going in the train, buying drinks
using vending machines and many other things....

We do appreciate the kindness of Japanese and we thank Ryo’s Family for hosting us
and Yumeko. We hope to be in Japan again and we also hope to welcome Japanese

people in our country of thousand hills.

Written by: Peace Diane AYINYERETSE ISHIMWE
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