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Commemoration Statement

We commemorate all those who were lost in the genocide in Rwanda.
We memorize them on this day of 6th April
so that this tragedy should not be forgotten.
In 1994, the world abandoned Rwanda.
The world lost its conscience before the two choices: the cost demanding intervention,
or the cheaper non-action.
When the massacre happened, people were full of hatred and fear.

15 years from the tragedy, the question is still posed on us; what caused such malice.

We have a mission never to repeat the past.
We youths who have the future and opportunity to take action for this future.
We vow to think and act in order to realize world peace,

which is a common goal for all human beings.






Our future is in our hands, and if you don’t build your house thinking that there will be
some else to build it you are wrong. Youth as the future of the world must differ from old
men who have been affected by bad minds and different politics issues. In that regard,
we, Rwandans said to be so furious worldwide, we have strong tasks to change this bad
1mage omitted to us by so different persons wince by the segregation spirit and genocide
ideology. In international declaration of UN, they have said never again Genocide in
this world and also in African Youth charter it said that Youth shall contribute in the
policy implementation of their countries, and summing up all those theories, we
realized that our country must be the example at the international level to put in action
this good speeches which have remained in books many years ago. That is why, to
commemorate the victims of Genocide doesn’t mean to take strategies of revenge or
being in deep freighted by the spirit of hate and enmity but make a step for ward
through thinking so far about what can be the pillars of our peace sustainability,
freedom of every one and well being of all Rwandans. We and whoever want to build this
world, must be sacrifice as long as we continue to experience so other genocide or
related to it in many countries especially in Africa. The international community has
kept silent in front of TUTSI Genocide and it still be like in front of Sudan case and else
where. Youth let us join our efforts to avoid those big men and women corrupted by the
spirit of Keeping silent thinking and choosing between the interests they will gain in
the given country when they intervene. Establish so many organizations aiming at
helping those victims of Genocide through advocacy and being with them morally and
materially. If we can teach our children about what has happened in Rwanda, they
will keep it as history but we must also show them where and who have been killed,
why and how badness it was by making straight away the history of the country. By this
our children will know exactly why we commemorate and what is importance of this

period to honor those innocent killed during the Genocide of Tutsi in 1994.

AKINTIJE SIMBA Calliope
(Representative of INDANGAMUCO, Faculty of Medicine NUR)
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I traveled to Rwanda in 2008 as a member of Rwanda Project (Presently Japan-Rwanda
Student Conference). When I went to the cemetery I heard a remorseless silence.
Voiceless pain and soundless tears were composing the silence. We spent time with the
Rwandan people at an equal stance and were able to see the unimaginable past of those
who were the same age and their passion for the future. One girl said to me ‘I want to
introduce you to my family. Let’s go to the cemetery together.” Everyone who was lost in
the slaughter still live on in the hearts of the survivors, undoubtedly. And to us, who
heard such silence in Rwanda, they are telling us something. By thinking of you on this
day, I hope to bring at least some peace to your sleep.

Human beings tend to feel fear in the face of something illogical. I was terrified not
only by the tragedy that happened in Rwanda but also by the unsolved reasons for it. I
studied afterwards about the colonization, the struggles for authority, economical

degradation and the failure of international society’s intervention. There were those



who did not want union in a harmonized society. There were those who did not wish for
peace after shaking hands. There were those who lost themselves for fear and egoistic
greed. There were those who abandoned saving lives. These were the results brought
about by those who lost their conscience. Or the result of those who had given up,
although they had the conscience. Rwanda calls out ‘peace is the realization of
conscience. ’

There are still many issues left to discuss in the present Rwanda who have recovered
peace. What we can do is to understand the various problems and to take action in the
situations near to us. I hope that Japan-Rwanda Youths Conference will continue to
understand Rwandans through cultural exchanges, as we are the same humans and

provide opportunities to think of solutions for ‘conflicts and poverty’

FEXIS (BLEEWT) (BALVT U F2ESE - RF)
CHIDA Daisuke (Representative of Japan-Rwanda Youth Conference)
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It was when I was a high school student that I knew about The Genocide
in Rwanda for the first time.

Yet at that time the incident was just one part of the textbook of

world history,

and it was thought me like another world which was not related to me at all.



However, now, I have been studying about Rwanda, actually visited there,
and made friendships with many Rwandan people.
It can be imagined with real feeling that 15 years ago at that time and place,

lots of lives are lost and sadness appeared.

We, living in the international society, must remember The Genocide in Rwanda
not as a part of the history but as a sad incident in which "humen's

lives" were lost.

I believe, there must be what we can do for "Never Again".

mEEE (R EKRFEER)
FURUYA Ryosuke (Waseda University Fac. Law)
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An unforgettable incident in human history happened 14 years ago. Japan is too far to
Africa there are people who can't even imagine what African countries are like. It is
really pity that Rwanda would be known for this tradegy. But this incident also made

the world realize the importance and universality of peace.

H 7V RT 4 —F (B ERFEEREERE )
GAN Kristina (Waseda University School of International Liberal Studies)



Nyuma y'imanurwa ry’indege yarimo President HABYARIMANA Juvenal; ubwicanyi
bwahise bwibasira abitwaga abatutsi baricwa biratinda amahanga arebera. Ariko iyo
urebye usanga kuba indege yaramanuwe atari byo byagombaga gutuma imbaga
y’abanyarwanda ishira kuko si ubwa mbere mu mateka y’isi indege imanurwa kandi
ntihakurikireho ubwicanyi nka buriya. Biragaragara ko buriya bwicanyi bwari
bwarateguwe n’abategetsi bariho kiriya gihe ndetse n’abababanjirije. Abatutsi barishwe
muri 1959, 1973, 1990 muril994 ho biba agahomamunwa. Barishwe mu BUGESERA,
GIKONGORO, GITARAMA,GISENYI(NGORORERO,BIGOGWE),...kuburyo na mbere
ya 1994 hari harapfuye abatutsi benshi. Ubwicanyi bwarushijeho gukomera nyuma
yimanurwa ry’indege,buza guhagarikwa n’ingabo za FPR INKOTANYI BAMWE MU
BANYARWANDA BARI BARUHUNZE AMAHANO YABERAGA MU RWANDA
MBERE YA 1994. Icyo nakwisabira abanyarwanda muri rusange ni ukutibagirwa
ibyabaye kuko kwibagirwa byaba ari uburangare kandi tugomba guha agaciro
abahitanywe n’iriya genocide twita aho bashyinguwe ,tukanafasha abasizwe iheruheru
n’ariya mahano.Twamagane abapfobya n’abahakana genocide yakorewe abatutsi mu
Rwanda . GENOCIDE YANGIJE BYINSHI MU RWANDA AKABA ARTYO MPAMVU
TUGOMBA KUYIRWANYA TWIVUYE INYUMA.

After the airplane of the president HABYARIMANA Juvenal was shooted , the furious
killings began directly and targeted the all persons nominated TUTSI and the
international community was there keeping silent. But, if you analyze, he airplane
shooting shouldn’t be the direct cause of the mass killings of this big number of
Rwandans because it was not the first time in the history of this world the airplane is
shooted or bombed and no people has been killed as like that, following this shooting.
It i1s clearly that the Genocide has been planned by the leaders on power and those of
previous times. Tutsi has been killed in 1959, 1973, 1990 and in 1994 was the biggest
period. They have been killed at BUGESERA, GIKONGORO, GITARAMA,
GISENYIINGORORERO, BIGOGWE)... even arriving in 1994 so more Tutsi were
killed.

The mass killings went beyond after the bombing of the airplane of the president and it
was stopped by RPF INKOTANYT’s army composed by Rwandans exiled many years ago
escaping the tragedies taking place in Rwanda before 1994. What I can request all
Rwandans in General, is not to forget what was happed because to do so is straight
away or, we must honor those victims of Genocide by keeping clean the places where
the bodies of them are burred, helping those orphans of Genocide. We must fight against

all those who neglected or negativists of Genocide of Tutsi in Rwanda. Genocide has



destroyed a lot in Rwanda that is why we must put our efforts together to fight against
Genocide and its ideology.

HABIMANA P. Claver

(DEPARTMENT OF APPLIED STATISTICS NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF
RWANDA )

During 1994, I was ten but what I had seen was not human and the causes of that bad
event I really recall that it was IDEOLOGY of ethnicity (HUTU and TUTSI). So I
want to contribute in rebuilding Rwandan society through gathering my colleagues on
the aim of talking the truth to fight against GENOCIDE IDEOLOGY.

Mukinyarwanda bavuga ngo ” uwanga amazimwe abandwa habona “

Ni kubwiyo mpamvu urubyiruko rufite umurimo ukomeye wo kwicara hamwe
rukaganira kumpamvu nyamukuru zituma habaho imyiryane mu bantu bahereye
kubyabaye hano iwacu mu Rwanwda kugirango bashobore kurwanya icyaricyo cyose
cyatuma hongera kubaho GENOCIDE haba hano mu Rwanda cyangwa ahariho hose ku
1si

Mubyukuri ibibazo byamoko ya gihutu gitusti murwanda bizashira kuko buri wese
afite ubushake bwo gutanga umusanzu we mu kunga umuryango

nyarwanda(Uhereye mumibanire yacu ya buri munsi)

In Kinyarwanda it is said “UWANGA AMAZIMWE ABANDWA HABONA” If T try to
interprete it in English it is means who ever doesn’t want to be talked, he confess the
Gods at public face. That is why youth has again the hard work of sitting down
together and discuss about what has caused those hates and looking to the case of
Rwanda in the aim of fighting whatever should come and contribute or cause the
Genocide in Rwanda and elsewhere in this world. In fact, the problem of Hutu-TUTSI in
Rwanda will be resolved as every one of us has the courage and spirit of contributing in

Unity through our daily life.

HABIMFURA Maurice (Faculty of Agriculture/Dept of PVH NUR)
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We may not realize it usually but when we go through something painful we begin to see
the preciousness of our daily lives. In Rwanda many were deeply hurt in their body and
mind in 1994 and still live with those pains. However, because we have pains, our
wishes for peace become stronger and we can become more kindhearted. I actually saw
many kindhearted and smiling people in Rwanda. I want people never to forget what
happened in Rwanda, to hope for peace and to continue thinking about those lost ones.
Of course I myself will continue to do so.

FHBEZE

HAKAMADA Yumi
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Let us imagine each lives of everyone. Just like us, the lost ones had loving families,
friends and lovers and had hopes and dreams for the future. But everything was lost.
What happened in Rwanda 15 years ago is not something far away from us who live on
the same earth. To realize world peace I will subjectively make effort and live alongside
with others.

HFLE ER (RRERFALRFHE

INOUE Maki (Fac. Sociology Waseda University)
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One of the most tragic ethnic conflicts in the world: the war in Rwanda. “The beginning
or the end or the world’, the first country ever to experience the atomic bomb and
become destroyed: Japan. It is significant and also has a lot of potential that people of
both countries who have experienced an ugly history of hatred work together. We will
stand at the same position, to understand each other, respect each other and to call out
for peace so as not to repeat the past again. But we will not only hope for the
development of Japan and Rwanda but also protest against the violence in the wars
around the world and never to give up the efforts of finding the solution for compromise
through talk.

=p 1
IWAGAKI
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I believe that world peace is possible. Because there is no human being who does not
wish for peace. It can be simply said that if everyone who constitutes the world wish for
peace, everyone should be able to live happily.

Yet why is it that there are conflicts around the world and so many situations where
innocent lives have to be lost? To find the answer to this question is the eternal issue we
must think about but I think one of the answers is that people get confused and lose
themselves in hatred or want for power.

For us who live in such a blessed world, it may be difficult to understand the reasons
and actual conditions, all the suffering. There may be a limit to what we outsiders can
do.

However I believe that we can call out to the world not to lose their wishes for peace and
to act for it.

By telling the world about Rwanda’s past and present, the tragedy and its victims and
the lives of those living right now working to realize peace, I will hold my hopes for

peace and also share it with others.

BRER (BREXTE)
KATHARA Saki (Waseda Univeristy)
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I was shocked at the past that is so near and also happened to those of the same ages.
It is something that happened far away, but I want to treasure what it has make me

realize.

BRE  (BAEHE KL
KATUMATA Rei (Waseda University Fac. Law)
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Commemoration Statement

I sincerely feel the cost of those many people who were lost in the genocide in 1994. 1
want to make this day, 6th April, a day when we each vow again to build peace so as not
to repeat such a tragic history. I hope that all those who were lost in the genocide will be

at rest peacefully.

Comment
When 1 first learned that the genocide occurred in Rwanda not so long ago, I felt such
shock beyond anything I have felt before and at the same time, felt rage and despair at
the international society that did not work willingly to prevent this. There may not be
much that we can do as individuals, but as long as we look back at the History of
Rwanda and hold a heart to share the pains of others, we can create a tide that will lead
to a great shape of peace. Everyone in this international society must overcome any
border of ethnicity, gender or race and construct a society where we can respect each
other, recognizing that we are all human beings. In order to do so, it is essential that
each of us subjectively understand the status quo of society, share and communicate it
with others.

FHEET

KISHIDA Yukako
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Why the butchery between Tuti and Futu happend? We can say that because they lost
themselves by the informations which agitate the human's desire.

If they judged the situation by their reason, this meaningless catastrophic would'nt
break out.

This catastrofic isn't just the historical fact. It show us that the action from "the
human's desire" can be abnormal.

Everybody is human, so everybody is possible to commit the same blind mistake like in
Rwanda. Therefore, everybody must learn the catastrofic of our neighbor Rwanda to not
do the same mistake.

It isn't easy to get over the mental pain from this tragedy. However they msutn't forget
the past and must make the new future Tuti and Futu together. That is the only way for
the prosperity, I think.

NUEERS
KOJIMA Rina
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Commemoration Statement

I, as the same civilian of planet earth, commemorate those who went through
incomparable sorrow: those killed in the massacre and those humanitarian aid staff

who died though desiring for peace.

The massacre which was triggered by the bombing of the president’s aircraft on 6th
April 1994 resulted in an unimaginable number of victims. It is said that more than a
million lives were lost in the slaughter and confusion. Rwanda, though hoping for peace
and tranquility, often experienced tragic events and yielded many victims and refugees

in the past half century.

We see it as our duty to act for those whose peace is threatened so as not to repeat the

past. We will fulfill our duty to a higher extent, forever after.

Comment



The slaughter in Rwanda brought about political confusion in the Great Lake region
and central Africa in countries such as Burundi and Congo. It is significant to focus on
Rwanda and to look at it exquisitely, but we should be able to achieve a better
understanding if we turn our minds to the neighboring countries, to many countries of

the world and the relations between the world and Japan.
=g ER

MUNAKATA Atushi

It is very kind to organize this kind of partnership. The book you want to publish is very
fruitful to build the peace and to value the lost during the genocide and II War. I suggest
you as you said not take position of any political line. Just the book which will bring
again the humanism (humanity). While conducting this process of collecting information
try to approach a representative sample of people. Also try to show the consequence of
conflicts, War and especially the genocide. Not only the consequence but how we can
eradicate the conflict involving mass killing, how we can overcome the problem of
Rwandan Survivors of 1994 Genocide of Tutsi. You have also to show the role that the
International community (Like UN and others) should play so that Never again
Genocide should be never again. If possible you can also analyze the policy of regional
cooperation (partnership) like EAC (Easter African Community) in prevention of

conflicts. About Rwanda Genocide,

I can say that the genocide was committed by Rwandans killing other Rwandans (Tutsi).
Many people ware able to stop but didn’t do any thing with this I conclude saying that
The Rwandans, first, have been responsible for the plan and execution of Genocide at
the second time the international community didn’t play its role. I think the genocide
would not happen if many people had taken the option of stopping the genocide instead

of silence.

I accept freely to contribute in the elaboration of this book and I support your ideas and

Rwanda-Japan Partnership through Youth people.

NDAGIJIMANA Jean Désiré Placide (Faculty of Medicine/NUR)
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I commemorate all those who were lost in the violence that took place in Rwanda. My
heart hurts to think that such things happened in our time. I will face this fact and
work in Japan-Rwanda Youths Conference so as pursue peace in our future that we will

live in.
FiE  (BREEKFEE)

NIMURA Hiroshi ( Waseda University Fac. Law)

The genocide of Rwanda in 1994, regarded Tutsi and some people who had no ideology of
Genocide.
It caused by some effects

hating between Rwandan society

desire of materials in bad ways

the continuity of history

egocentrism and so on
In genocide many people had died and many things have been destroyed. After genocide,
there were many handicaps, orphans, many materials destroyed and a kind poorness.
The government did it best in order to establish the situation. Some polices of
government (to establish the way of judgment, to establish the unity and reconciliation,
to increase the economy of population, helping vulnerable people and so on). Now the
things are well done. So, as youth, we are recalled to help government in these polices.
Finally I tell to all people to fight against genocide ideology and to sensitize all people
who have it. During the commemoration of Genocide we return back to the slogan of
Never Again Genocide.

NSENGIYUMVA Aimable (Faculty of Agriculture National University of

Rwanda)



Ku giti cyange mbona Genocide ahanini yaratewe n’imico mibi yatewe mu banyarwanda
n’abazungu bakoroneje igihugu cyacu, ariko nanone bigaterwa n’ubutegetsi bubi bwagiye
busimburana kuva u Rwanda rwabona Independence,butigeze bugira uruhare mu kwigisha
abanyarwanda kubana neza, ahubwo bukabiba amacakubiri mu banyarwanda bikaba
aribyo byateye Genocide. Genocide rero yasize ibintu bibi byinshi, nk’'ubukene, ubupfubyi,
ndetse ikaba yarasize n'urwikekwe mu banyarwanda. Gusa amahirwe dufite ubu ni uko

dufite ubuyobozi bwiza burimo kwigisha abanyarwanda kubana neza

During the period of commemoration of genocide in Rwanda, we must do so many
activities which aims at contributing to the rebuilding f society. Rwandans have
suffered a lot and the genocide has imported so many persons but also has leaved so
many consequences, for that we are the future of this world and we must sympathize
the dignity of human being. That is why during the period of commemoration of those
thousands killed, we should prepare the activities at national and international levels,
which touch the hearts of every to remembers all those victims. In our University for eg
the activities of remembrance must be paired with the visits of those children who are
the chiefs of the family-Orphans and help them materially and morally. The
government of Rwanda should establish strongly this program. I hope with the
commitment of different associations and organizations working on peace building and

fighting against Genocide ideology, the future of this beautiful country will be bright.

NTEZIMANA Aloys ( World Youth Alliance-WAY, Faculty of Pure
Sciences/Dept of Biology NUR )

Myself T see that greatly the Genocide has been caused by bad behaviors between
Rwandese and White people from Europe who came to colonize our native country. But
at the other side, the bad rotating governances since independence were also the cause.
That bad governance didn’t teach any kind of tolerance and living together between
Rwandans but they focused on segregation culture which leads to Genocide. That one
has had so many consequences like: Poverty, orphanage, and also has leaved the fear
and hate spirit between Rwandans.

The chance we have now is that there is good power or governance today in Rwanda
which is trying to sensitize and teach the culture of Unity and living together between
Rwandans citizens.

NZIBARANGA Hypolite (Statistics Department NUR)
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In 1994 occurred a tragedy in Rwanda with a miraculous beautiful land. I will ask again
to myself: how should we live in the world in order to give up the act of genocide, the
conduct of people hurting each other? I will take this unforgettable day into the inside of
my heart and will not give up seeking for the ways to break the hatred cycle among
people. I express my mourning for the loss of the Rwandan and believe this phrase more
deeply: “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the

defenses of peace must be constructed” (the Charter of UNESCO, 1945).
RAGRER (RREHKRFEE—FH)

OKUBO Miki (Waseda University Faculty of Arts, Letters and Sciences)
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When I visited Rwanda last summer I understood that the wish to ‘ be happy ’is the

same for the Rwandans and the Japanese.

We have the mission to create a world that everyone can live in.

I hope for a future that will be full of smiles.

KART(F ILFBERFESCFLRER)
OSUMI Tomoko ( Graduate of Aoyama University, Fac. Literature)
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I don't know your face,voice and smell.
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What I know is the fact that you lobbed your lives by neighbors.

Not by illnesses.Not by another country.

BHTObOELHRZE, BV A2, JFHE, €5, BHFLWOIb0E, BIMERLIZZ LN D
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I have not felt the sadnesses, the anger, the pain and the war as you have experienced.
BT O HHRD Z &I1E, AR, BER, OZEnlebonb, 84524,
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What I can only do is to imagine them through the books, the pictures and the things

remained. That is the only thing I can do.
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Maybe, I don't know any thing. May be, forever.
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But I think that we must not repeat the war,

must not let ourselves repeat the war.

We have been saved by our roots, and we, foutunately, don't know the war. And I think

we have the responsibility.

Rl
OYAMA
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As a descendant of those who experienced the same past, I will keep on thinking about
what our common factors are and to find the minimum common multiple.
And to understand, remember and hand that down to our children.
I want to make sure I realize that.
RNJ R}
PAKU Suna
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Many people know the words ‘Ignorance is a crime’
Yet how many have actually felt the weight of these words?
In a rich country as Japan, we do not have the chance to feel the foolishness of
ignorance unless we look for it ourselves.
So, we who have felt such crimes of ignorance,
have the duty to tell the truth to many people.
We are students who do not have power in a society
Yet there must a way for us to call out a message.
There must be something only we can do, as students who have an equal positioning
and have a relationship that is not based on profit concerns.
Even if we do not have financial power, we have word to tell.
We must be able to bring about some change to people.
We, who are so blessed, cannot understand all the sadness of the Rwandan people.
But we can get to know about it.
To get to know it and to feel the sorrow next to us.
And we want to believe that there is something only we can do because of our blessed
situation.
Sometimes we feel that our actions are presumptuous.
Yet we cannot turn away.
We will keep on facing this reality forevermore.

W HE (BREXP)

TACHIBANA Rie (Waseda University)
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Figuratively speaking , we are a member of the same caravan.
This caravan may include some family and village , besides nations like Japan and

Rwanda.

We have various characters and backgrounds. So, anytime , quarrel can happen.

But , our caravan already have a history. It's a message of past travelers.

Such caravan's history teach us that we can't get forward by a quarrel. We need a

cooperation.

Now , I hope to memorialize prcious lives which were written on our caravan's history
and determine not to repeat a such history.

BEARKRE

SHIMIZU Daishi
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The lives of all humans should equally be respected. Nobody has the right to take
someone’s life. Many were lost in the massacre in Rwanda 1994.

I will learn from the past, think of the future and act for it in order not to repeat the

past and so that planet earth will become a peaceful place.

B &
WATANABE Kaori
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