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Commemoration Statement

15th August
We remember this day afresh

as the day the Second World War ended in Japan 64 years ago.

Whatever the way you were involved,
whether directly as a victim or an assailant
or had family and friends who were concerned,

we commemorate all those who were involved in the tragedy of this war.

Those who were killed in the battlefield believing it was worth it for Japan
Those in Hiroshima and Nagasaki who were vanished in a single moment
Those who were torn apart from their family
Those mothers and wives who sent their loved ones to their deaths in the battlefield
Those youths who were deprived of their chance to enjoy education and adolescence
Those children who had unforgettable memories carved into their small minds
Those who still cannot return to their home country
Those who were forced into killing against their will

And those who lived in those regions invaded and attacked by Japan

But these tragedies are not something of the past.

Countless people throughout the world are still the victims of war, this present moment.

So as not to forget this truth of war,
we commemorate those many victims,
and feel the sense and regret as the people of a country who participated in such war.

We are conscious of our responsibility to tell this to our children.

We vow to think and act in order to realize world peace,

which is a common goal for all human beings.
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In the Second World War

The citizens killed by Atomic bombs were more than 200,000

The victims by air attacks were more than 300,000

The students sent on the battlefield were more than 100,000

The Japanese casualties in the Pacific War were more than 3,100,000

The casualties by Japanese invasion in Asian were more than 19,000,000
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I will give a memorial address for all the people who were killed in the Second World
War. Both the suffering imposed on Japan and the damage brought by the Japanese

invasion in Asia shall be memorized with an equal emphasis.



In the tide of imperialism, the rousing nationalism led Japan militarized, and the world
economic crisis had driven it to the war, as well. Japan, having invaded aggressively
into the Asian countries under the name of “Liberation”, is also the only country which
witnessed the Atomic bomb terror. We are mandated to continue to remember how
severe the impact of the war was, and to consider the prevention of the war, from the

viewpoint of both victim and perpetrator.

August 15, 1945, when the Japanese people knew the end or defeat of the war, what
was left in their minds? Was it ‘bewilderment’ out of the aborted colonialism ambition,
or ‘peace’ in the end of the war? ‘Anger’ against the enemy, or ‘chagrin’ and ‘regret’ to
oneself who survived, left by loved ones and the honor? ‘Fear’ of the justice by the victors,
or ‘liberation’ from the oppression of thoughts and speech? Many should have already
grown ‘resistance’ to militarism, pledging for ‘Never Again’. There would have been
‘depression’ in the great loss of family and house, or ‘instinct’ to survival. The present
Japan has originated in ‘determination’ of reconstruction and ‘frustration’ of the
eminent necessity to recovery, together with ‘self-reproach’ for the crimes against

inhumanity.

It cannot be beyond my imagination how the defeated Japanese accepted the day, while
no doubt they already should have experienced too much sorrow and craziness, as both
victim and perpetrator. Now with Japan reconstructed, so worrisome is that the
horrifying memory of the war is fading day by day. The unimaginable suffers, hatreds,
and sorrows had all resulted from unsustainable exploitation, ethnocentrism, and
subsequently the war. It is a mandate of our generation to analyze the causes of the war,
and, at the same time, to consider about how to prevent the conflict or poverty spread

around the world.

Peace cannot be compatible with exploitation. Existing unequal structure has been
waiting for resolutions drawn by the cooperation between the rich and poor. And the
peace brought out of stabilization of the society could heal the soul of the sufferers of the

violence.
August 15, 2009
THKRI (HARLVD o ZpASEwARER, B KRFEEE 50 4 )

CHIDA Daisuke (Representative of Japan-Rwanda Youth Conference, WASEDA

University Fac. Education 4th year)



As T heard this tragedy of Hiroshima- Nagasaki from History and some different
readings, it seems to be an experimental aspect of Americans in Japan as they were
aware of all damages which should rise from the bombing. But, we must be the change
we want to see, and young people are not the leaders of tomorrow but the leaders of
today. That is why; we must play a great role in recognition of these horrible periods
worldwide. The history of such terrible moments are known on this world; look at
Genocide in Rwanda and also this world war ended by slaughters which went away with

many consequences and bodies of innocent people of Japan.

Despite the fact, today we are seeing so many countries which continue to reinforce on
those heavy weapons, but we, as young people, let us stand up together and say NO to
this. Meanwhile this voice requests strong efforts from us and work hand in hand to
promote peace and culture of tolerance. We must sympathize together for those victims
of bombing and look around also those murderers and together towards the bright
future of our world, if we do this no doubt that the world will be cured and peace will

reign time in time.

AKINTIJE S. Calliope, MD
University Teaching Hospital-CHUB
In country Representative of ROIYC-INDANGAMUCO

Rwanda

It was very painful for Japanese in 1945 after the world war. So for me, as someone who
have experienced Genocide against Tutsi in Rwanda, I share with all Japanese these

emotions. So, it is our time to fight for Human right in the whole world.

ABIJURU Adolphe
E-mail: abijjuru86@gmail.com
NUR

Having completed a Masters level thesis in Peace Studies on Rwanda at a Japanese
university, both the Rwandan Genocide and the 1945 Nuclear bombing marked me
strongly and oriented me to peace activism. The visit to? memorials in both Rwanda and

Hiroshima were extremely shocking experiences. The first feelings I had getting out of
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these memorials were incomprehension towards the lack of humanity, anger towards
the organisers and compassion towards the victims of such evil acts.?

But why is the commemoration through War Memorials so important? Gathering
testimonies, display, and convey them to a maximum of people does not only help at
healing. It is also essential in order to make them fell incomprehension and anger
towards war while supporting its victims. Moreover, the explanation provided by
memorials enable to make more comprehensible the incomprehensible aspect of war, as
well as to make more human the actors on both sides of these inhumane acts. Carnage
1s not only provoked by the barbaric desire of violence, it resulted particular historical,
social and economic contexts.?

Although it is important to note that not only these extremely cruel episodes of World
History have dramatic consequences. There are still too many wars happening in the
21st century. Stop them does not seemed to be the priority to all. Us, who feel anger
towards violence must gather and put pressure to political and military actors who have

the power to stop war and make our world more peaceful!?

Astrid Jamar, (Intern at Penal Reform International, UK.)

It’s really bad thing in this world, where some countries still develop nuclear weapons
while knowing their consequences on human well being. JOIN TOGETHER AND SAY
NO TO NUCLEAR WEAPON.

BIGILIMANA BAHUNDE Ally Albert
E-mail: bighahunde@gmail.com
FMASS

Sociology Dept.
NUR

Japanese resistance and Kamikaze to American Army in second World war caused US
army under commandment of American President to bomb two areas HIROSHIMA-
NAGASAKI using atomic bomb which destroyed two areas and caused many effects to
social, Economic, political organization. I understand that after bombing many people
died and others met with different disabilities and bad life conditions, trauma,...I

sympathize with those who lost their families during those slaughters.
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BIGIRIMANA Eugene

Faculty of Social and Political Sciences
NUR

E-mail: bigeu83@yahoo.fr

It was unbelievable moments. The entire world has to keep it as a lesson and do their
best that such thing never happens again. Especially, for Japanese, as it are your
experience, your story, your memory, and your life, you have to live with it not for
reliving that moments but use it to fight for Peace and liberty in the world. Let’s say
together “NEVER AGAIN”.

FARAJA Or-miel
E-mail: ormiel2020@yahoo.fr
NUR Student
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At one point in the past, our nation headed to a wrong way to go.
Tortured lots of people in Asian countries, and invited a crisis for ourselves.

Indiscriminate bombing destroyed many civilized cities.
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Two atomic bombs sacrificed thousands of innocent people.

But on the other side Japan also killed too many innocent people, which we must
remember.

Why, turned toward the war? Where, had a mistake? Who, made a misjudgment?

There is the past which has to be recognized and received.

On the field of ‘PEACE’, Japan is on the position to lead the others, must do it.

What is needed for us is to review and analyze our past mutually. That is our role to
prevent present and possible wars.

As long as we live in Japan now, we are irrelevant to war. However, therefore, we must
pay attention to overseas.

I commemorate all those who were involved in the tragedy of this war.

I promise, never make the same history and do my best to end the all wars on the earth.

R ol (ARG B ORHEE)
Furuya Ryosuke (Waseda University Fac.Law)
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Many people lost there lives at war.
More than 50 years had past since World War 2 ended.

After that war Japan have been a peaceful country.



However, the people who had lived on that war is dying.
14 years had past since the genocide in Rwanda.
The emotional wounds and scars of both the victims and perpetrators
are still not completely healed.
However, someday those who knew that tragedy will be gone.
If there is no one left who knows the true value of peace,
there is a possibility that man may repeat the same mistake again.
The common wish of the survivals of war and genocide are that the next
generation may not experience and suffer the same tragedy.
Our obligation is to not repeat the same mistake,
and convey to the next generation the terror of war or force conflict
through history so to prevent it from happening ever again.
HTr 7 VAT 4 —F (B RF ERREEE )
GAN Kristina (Waseda University School of International Liberal Studies)

It was terrible and I wish that it will never occur again. Many people were killed despite
their innocence. Today the consequences of atomic bomb still menace the Japanese.
There are many children who have born with casualties and other diseases. “NEVER
AGAIN.”

HABIMANA Claver
E-mail: cleverha85@yahoo.fr
NUR

There was an island (in Pacific Ocean) called Pearl Harburg in which all American’s
goods and a place for their military training. Japans in Second World War had damaged
all those activities. In order to avenge, America joined the part (side) called Allied. But
the war was unavoidable between America and Japan. American concluded it by
throwing atomic bombs in those two cities said, and until now its consequences on

human beings in Japan remain.

HABIMANA Gabriel
E-mail: hadjibO4@yahoo.com
NUR Student
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I remember that in my 3rd level of secondary school, the first course of history was to
study on the first and Second World War ,where I have heard at my 1st time a word
HIROSHIMA-NAGASAKI, we said that name as a name of one area, Lastly we got the
explanations from our teacher talking exactly where is, what happened and what is new
from other war which was happened before so he enable to know very well what
happened in second world war especially at IROSHIMA and NAGASAKI where the
American bombed in that regions of Japan using a NUCLEAR BOMB and we know
better that Japanese Government is still facing the consequences, problems caused by

this second world war.

I think at the end of that war, many people said “never again “but we still have other
wars on the earth so it should be better to remember ,see and visit the handicaps,
miserable persons due to the bombardment of HIROSHIMA and NAGASAKI to
empower that word, NEVER AGAIN.

HABIMFURA Maurice
Faculty of Agriculture
NUR
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I, who have not actually experienced ‘war’, have not encountered the fear of people
being killed in front of my eyes and have not heard gun shots close by.

We must not forget that we can live these normal days because many people of the
past went through sorrows and that we are extremely blessed compared to other parts
of the world.

Because we did not actually experience it, I believe we must constantly imagine it, not

fail to look back on the past and pursue for peace permanently.
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HAKAMADA Yumi (Yokohama National University)
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Sixty-four years has passed since the World War I ended. The world should have
learned the terrible result of the nuclear weapons by Hiroshima and Nagasaki but
nuclear power has been spreading over the world and nuclear testing and wars have
been still going on. In this chaotic world I wonder if we ever see the peaceful world or
not. However I would rather positively long for it because I don’t want to waste the life
of the people who were killed in wars. On the August 15th, I recall the mistakes in our
history. I would like to wish there will be no wars or mass killing weapons in the future.
We have to realize the world which all the children are able to achieve their dream and

hope. Lastly I swear that I myself will try to realize the world’s peace as well.

b B (B RSB )
INOUE Maki (Fac. Sociology Waseda University)

On a jeté 2 bombes 'un a HIROSHIMA T'autre a NAGASAKI pour mettre fin au 2eme
guerre mondiale mais le peuple japonais a perdu la vie et les conséquences continuent
de s’apercevoir sur les générations d’aujourd’hui. Enfin, les Américains devaient

chercher d’autres moyens d’en terminer au lieu de tuer les milliers d'innocents.

IRADUKUNDA Christella Suavis
NUR Student

E-mail : chrivis@gmail.com
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The tragedy of the genocide 15 years ago is not unrelated to me. It is still connected to
me through my friend Denis.

The war 64 years ago is also not unrelated. It is still connected to me who lives in
present-day Japan.

Through these connections, I want to be sure not to become a bystander to keep peace.

£ b BEE (JICAT 7 U %)
ISHIGAMI Toshio (JICA Africa Division)
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It has been 64 years since such heat and wind never known to human beings, blasted
the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in a single moment. Yet there are still people who
suffer from the aftermaths.

That summer, we vowed never to use atomic weapons or fight wars again. But the

nations in this current world keep on glaring and threatening each other using atomic



weapons.

However in 2009 President Obama, the new leader of America, declared the reduction
of atomic weapons towards the world. This was a big change of the American diplomacy
which had been avoiding in-depth talk about atomic weapon reduction.

The atomic bomb -a weapon that can destruct every living human on the earth- showed

its power in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Because humans cannot help making mistakes,

the existence of atomic weapons only means the destruction of men. Atomic weapons

must be abolished. Now is the time for Japan to take the initiative as the only nation

that experienced the bombing, and cooperate with the international society to call out

for a world without atomic weapons. I believe that is not our role, but rather, our duty.
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Even now, there are many fighting going on around the world. We must work towards
solving these conflicts but at the same time, we must not forget to look back at the past
of our own country.

This 1s especially important in Japan who last experienced war 64 years ago. To the
generation born after it, war feels like something of the past or a problem belonging to
foreign countries. However there were air raids in Tokyo where we live peacefully now

and our grandparents know the pains of war.



War is something that is actually very near us. It is necessary that we understand and
feel its bitterness clearly.

Unless we learn from the past, we cannot build peace for the future.

I am very impressed by the strong will of the Rwandan people to get over the genocide
and to pursue peace. Especially when I listen to the words of friends who are students
just like I am, I recognize again how peace cannot be realized if we, the youths who have
the future in our hands, do not work actively towards it.

These wishes to abolish violence and build peace are the same in Rwanda and Japan
even if the situations were different. I, who have not experienced war, must not fail to

call out for peace with the people around the world.

W okl (AR K)
KATHARA Saki (Waseda University)
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As a witness of showering of machinegun shot and carpet bombing during IT World
War and the massacre in Rwanda, I will never tolerate any man shed other’s blood.,
Root cause of strife seems to lie on the greed of the chosen few who seek power, glory
and wealth. They seem to claim that they are right and others are wrong and to accuse
others and segregate them.

What we need to strive after is a society that values human dignity... especially
dignity of the weakest. Peace will be achieved, I believe, when each one of us keeps on
doing small service of love towards the weakest.
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KANDA Eisuke, DHL,
Special Envoy



Kingdom Consortium

Japan International Food for the Hungry
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Ninafanya ukumbusho wa watu wote waliokufa kwa Vita vya Pili vya Dunia.
Vita hivyo vilimalizika 1945, lakini hasara ya vita iko bado.

Lazima nifundishe historia kwamba wajapani wengi waliuawa, na wajapani

waliwaulia watu wageni wengi.
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KATAYAMA Natsuki (Osaka University Fac. Foreign Language, majoring in
Swahili and regional study)
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Although I was not directly involved the war which Japan had and invaded other
countries, we, the young of today, can not have nothing to do with the war. For deep
scars which the war left on the people and for peace-building in the future, I keep the

idea to myself.

iR Er o (FUHG R IETED)



Katsumata Rei (Waseda University Fac. Law)

This inhuman activity of bombing HIROSHIMA-NAGASAKI is so horrible and sadness,
still the consequences are manifested for the people living there. We young and future
even intellectuals we don’t want any kind of this to take place in world wide. We are
together with the families of Japanese who lost their relatives there and let us be with

on the Memorial Day.

KAYIRANGA Emmanuel Pompidu
Faculty of Agriculture

E-mail; kayema77@yahoo.fr

NUR

I know that Americans during the World War II released 2 atomic bombs over
HIROSHIMA NAGASAKI. Those bombs killed thousands of people- civilians and the
casualties are still observable till this day. Americans did wrong but the future is our
responsibility. We should not take such decision when we are given power of being Peace

keeper of the world.

KAYITARE Robert
E-mail: archevert@yahoo.fr
NUR - RWANDA
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With unforgettable Memories of a Rwandan Friend

I had a Rwandan friend named Laurent UWIMANA, who was working for embassy of
Rwanda in Japan as a first counselor. He passionately told me about his country. He
was proud of Rwandan ballet, rich nature, pleasant climate, and everything about
Rwanda. When he was leaving to Rwanda, we had farewell lunch with some other
friends in Shinjuku, saying good-by and shaking hands.

Some years later, in1994, genocide took place in Rwanda and the embassy was closed.
When it reopened in 1995, I visited then ambassador Mr. ZEPHYR to ask if he knew my
friend Laurent UWIMANA. “ Yes, I know him as a diplomat colleague, but you should
recognize almost a million people were killed by the genocide” he said. It meant that my
friend could not survive genocide and disappeared from my sight for good.

I am sometimes asked why I involve in such a remote and unfamiliar country as
Rwanda. I would answer “It’s from just a personal feeling of me.”

BF; W7 (Friends of Rwanda ft3)
KURAMOCHI Mutsuko (Chair of FRIENDS OF RWANDA)
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Le 15 aott en 1945, c'est le jour ou le Japon s'est avoué vaincu et a fini la 2éme garre
mondiale.

Mais d'autre part, ce jour était le jour de la libération pour des pays asiatique qui

avaient été colonisés par le Japon.

Quand on pense au passé, on le regarde souvent avec le point de vue de victime;
c'est-a-dire que on regarde moins ce que l'on avait violement fait aux autres. On devrait

regarder entierement le passé, sinon on ne le comprendait jamais corréctement, et on



ferrait encore la méme chose un jour.

Nous, les japonais, critiquons souvent ce que les Etas-Unis nous avons fait avec le
bombe atomique.

Mais nous parlons moins de ce que nous avons fait dans les pays asiatiques. C'était
horrible.

Quand on regarde le passé, dans lequel on trouve ce que 1'on ne peut pas comprendre ;
pourquoi on a fait ¢a?
Est-ce que c'est a cause du démon? NON, c'est a cause de soi-méme qui se perd et se

trompe le chemin.

Je pense que le conflit existera toujours en tant que nous vivons sur la Terre. Mais

nous avons aussi le droit de ne pas faire le tragique. Cela dépend tous de nous.

I1 ne faut pas que l'on fasse la méme erreur.

La réflexion du passé pourrait étre pratique dans la situation que nous vivons et

nous vivrons.

Ny B
KOJIMA Rina

The Japanese had been killed by atomic bombs used by Americans in World War II.
That massacre had affected the people of Japan from then until now because of presence
of many victims related to the nuclear energy. Therefore, the people could fight against
the nuclear weapons and promote Peace and freedom.

MINANI SEMPIGA J. d’Amour

Faculty of Law

NUR

I knew the HIROSHIMA-NAGASAKI horrible events only by what I learnt in History.
What happened was inhuman. It caused a lot of bad things like destruction of that place

and massacre of their citizens. I'm so sorry for them and think that we, as youth and the



future, we have to do our best so that those horrible events should not take place again,

I sympathize with you.

MUGENT Liliane
E-mail: mulilian@yahoo.fr
NUR

The radiance derived on those bombings have affected not only Japan but also
surrounding countries and other consequences have been shared in a big number of

countries.That is why we have to fight together against those killings.

MUKASHEMA Donatha
E-mail: doshemalOl@yahoo.fr

Faculty of Sciences
NUR

When I heard about what happened I feel lily for the people from there because if many
of them died the future generation will undergo the consequences of those atomic bombs.
As youth let go deep inside the problem and the veritable cause of all these and
recognize that if the nation leaders of those time could have not been thirsty of the
power all this could have been avoided. I need us to change the history and all together
declare “NEVER AGAIN” to what happened to NAGASAKI — HIROSHIMA as we say

for Genocide in Rwanda.

MUKIMBILI Nicole

Faculty of Art and Humanities
E-mail: nickvangel8@yahoo.fr
NUR
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There is a phrase in the preamble to the constitution of Japan. [We desire to occupy an
honored place in an international society striving for the preservation of peace, and the
banishment of tyranny and slavery, oppression and intolerance for all time from the
earth] .

We never should forget today’s our peace and prosperity are established on the basis of
absolutely invaluable sacrifices of the war. We promise to act on our own initiative not
to let the cruel lessons of war fade with the passage of time and to desire permanent

peace in our international society.

wg EH
MUNAKATA Atushi

According HIROSHIMA NAGASAKTI, it has been seriously hurted by Americans’ bombs
during the Second World War Lot of people died and many years after other suffered of
several consequences of those dangerous bombs. And around the world innocent people
are still being murdered like it has been happened in Rwanda 15 years ago. So, as youth
we have to work hard psychologically and intellectually to make the world better

cherish heart broken all as one and with much love of life.

MUREBWAYIRE Marie Léonce

E-mail: lenyson19@yahoo.fr

Faculty of Sciences
NUR

As young generation, we must fight against the ideology of Genocide and all bad acts
against Human being. As a gentleman our effort will focus on the development of our

countries and the other countries changing the world.

MUREKATETE Aline
Faculty of Law
NUR
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The horrible events happened in HIROSHIMA NAGASAKI are so painful. They are the
same as Genocide in Rwanda in 1994.That is why we as intellectuals we must fight for

preventing any other related inhuman event especially the young people of tomorrow.

MUTABAZI J. Sauveur

National University of Rwanda

During the second word war what happened in Japan-HIROSHIMA NAGASAKI was a
terrible incident that affected the Japanese and still affects them today physically,
mentally, and psychologically where kids are born today handicap due to the atomic
bombs. So we as people should fight and work the best we can to prevent it from
happening again not only in Japan but all over the world. My deepest heart felt

sympathies with the Japanese in this time.

MWANAYERA Orlane
NUR Student

Rwanda

About the bombing in those cities of Japan, what I heard in history was like apocalypse
in those cities because of the wreck of the buildings and the death of persons if whole
citizens of our world take a time and think about it. The whole nation of our world can

avoid the usage of those bombs. In conclusion I wish it not happen again in this world.

MWISENEZA Alain
NUR Student

E-mail: mwisalain@yahoo.fr
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I deliver a eulogy for people who passed away in battles, by air raids and by atomic
bombs, and I will fulfill a mission to establish a peaceful world without forgetting these
facts.

il FE
NAKAYAMA Kohei

First of all I consulate you about what happened for your previous families as well as
I'm concerned, I always wonder why and how the bombing happened the general causes
so that it shall be a task of every one to contribute in changing the world. These are the
consequences of Conflicts and let us stand up and fight against this bad ideology of

extermination of Human being.

NDIZIHIWE Olivier
NUR - Rwanda

It 1s a pleasure to get an opportunity to give comments on this history. What I can say is
that we must fight against all kind of war; we have all to join our thoughts, forces and

efforts to make our countries better. 'm with you in memorial period.

NDIZIHIWE SIMBI Yvette
E-mail: syvets2000@yahoo.co.uk
NUR

Hiroshima-Nagasaki, the two Japanese cities were bombed by the USA forces with
Iintention to neutralize Japanese forces regardless of people living there. The only thing
that those Japanese people share with Tutsi died in 1994 genocide is the innocence. So,
as youth of today and strength of tomorrow, to put the end on that and build peace we
have to remember in our both countries and to tell the world through books, photos, TVs,
Radios (Songs, Debates,...). To say “NEVER AGAIN”

NSENGIYUMVA Francois
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Student of NUR
E-mail: nfc00@yahoo.fr

It is terrible, horrible and inhuman that America and its government chose that way to
attack Japan with atomic bomb. Those bombs thrown there still have some bad effect in
those places and people are still suffering from it. It is hurtful. Our deepest hearts are
with you, heart felt sympathies.

NTWALI Arnaud

Kigali-Rwanda

As Genocide in Rwanda, those bombings of Japan had been planned/ prepared in what
was called MANHATTAN PROJECT. All deaths and injured were victims. Those
nuclear attacks were at the executive order of the US President Harry TRUMAN. After
Six months of intense fire bombings of 67 other Japanese cities. This would never
happen if the ultimate presented to Japan government had indicated the atomic
bombing.

The worst is that those nuclear bombs had been before tested in some cities of Pacific
Sea. They knew the core power of these bombs. Japan was not informed about what was
going on. The cause of rejection of the US ultimatum by SUZUKI, the Prime Minister of
Japan. Then horrible period happened. But we sympathize with you.

NTWARI Pie
E-mail: intwari08@yahoo.fr
NUR

What I know about the bombing in those Cities of Japan is that many people had been
killed and until now the born children are poursuided with their (bombs) consequences

so what can I say we must change our world I order it will not happen again.

NYIRAMUGEYO Angelique
NUR Student
E-mail: angeny1184@yahoo.fr
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What I think now, who was born 41 years after the end of the war.

I feel anger, sorrow and questions for the unceasing wars and conflicts occurring all
over the world, so I learn and think at school, feeling the impulses to take some action.
On the other hand, in honest, I could not have felt “real” about wars in my daily life and
even might not have been able to “imagine” them. So, I have been feeling conflicted
about such awareness inside myself. But, since last year, I had some opportunities to
listen to the direct story of the people who experienced the war. When those stories

made me see the figures of many individuals in the word “war”, I started feeling close to



war itself. I found a parson who still shed tears while she brought back to the memory
from more than 60 years ago, a parson who has been suffering from atomic bomb
sickness for several decades, and a parson who has been through the struggle as the
remaining survivor of kamikaze pilot...since then, I have started to think again of the
meaning of “passing down” the story of individuals’ experiences. I will take the things
that must not be lost across the ages of 63 years into my heart and live my life with a
sense of mission to continue telling their stories to many other people.

RO Aty (FLAG RS — SCHD)

OKUBO Miki (Waseda University Faculty of Arts, Letters and Sciences)
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Japan which started with the vow “We shall not repeat the evil” after the WWII
has enjoyed peace. To the Japanese in such a peaceful country, war seems to happen
in faraway countries. But looking out all over the world, discrimination and hatred
have been causing brutal wars even after the WWIIL. And the wars caused by
discrimination and hatred have been leading to another war. This is never others’
affair for us Japanese as well. Feelings such as discrimination and hatred underlying
racial and religious conflicts are not unfamiliar to us. We shouldn’t be bystanders

indifferent to them.



What we really have to be wary of is not a few agitators but the masses who follow
him blindly. How can we avoid becoming such ones of the masses? How can we avoid
becoming disciples of discrimination and hatred. What is indispensable to the
accomplishment of peace are effort to know reality, courage to face difficulties and
sympathy for others. Even if we were born bystanders, with a little courage and
voluntary, we may save a life—or save the world. Ervin Staub, a psychologist who was
born in Hungary and survived the Holocaust, says, “Goodness, like evil, often begins
in small steps. Heroes evolve; they aren’t born.”

Kex YE (R H ORI EhakAN)
OMORI Yuka (Part-time teacher of Waseda University)
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We are living in peace.
And we can hardly imagine from this state that this country was full of sorrow, hostility
and pain only 64 years ago and a lot of people are still in such situation right now.
Yes, actually there are countless conflicts in this world even after the end of the World
War.
I know the situation is so hard and pity, however, I believe that we people can unite and
approach world peace in this century, in which we have to face the fatal problems and
solve them.
And I vow to take actions to realize my belief.
Hoping for the world with million flowers, birds and music.

Rl WL (RREEKY: BT

OYAMA Takahiro (Waseda University Faculty of Science and Engineering)
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I have feeling for this war as so deeply related to my roots, rather than ‘comemoration’
and I want to tell this accurately to the future. And so as not to repeat such a thing

again, I want to acquire knowledge.
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Teachings from History and the past are absolutely correct? Anytime we retrace such
past events from today. And we often look back with today’s sense of value. However, if
we want to know the truth about past events, have to understand past’s sense of value
and mood in those days. When we just look back on past and persist in history, the
past can’t become teachings. We need to shut off the past from our feelings, and
evaluate these things carefully. And after these works when we effort to get forward a
history, the past give us a power.
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If we fight for the people or things to protect, we can get only sadness.
We have the obligation to tell children the truth in order that we don’t repeat a similar
tragedy.
It swears to honorable victims who built peace today.
And I swear that I don’t look away sadness and I keep desiring peace all over the world
as the people of the only atomic-bombed nation.

e BERE (RLARHORS)

Tachibana Rie (Waseda University)
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In May and June this year (2009), I had the opportunity to talk about the coffee farmers
of Rwanda at the Fukushima Univ. and Otsuma Women’s Univ. respectively. I
introduced young farmers working energetically and proudly at the coffee production
site under the bright sunshine on the hill top. Which seemed to be an opposite image to
dark and scared feeling came from the sad history of genocide.

One of participants expressed like “I felt that rather than offering help or support one
sided, we should share the same attitude such as Let’s work together toward the better
future!, and that must create real motivation and satisfaction.” I strongly believe that
when they step forward cooperatively with hope to build the nation, the sad history will
never be repeated. And that hope helps to ease deep pain of people who lost their



families and commemorates victims who were lost.
I would be happy indeed if my activity could connect directly between Japanese people
especially young generation and people of Rwanda with sharing their pain and hope.
HH AEF (NPOTEAN—NZA RF A LRE
TUDA Kumiko (NPO Harvest Time)

According to what I have studied in History and what I see on TV or what I heard, a big
number of Japanese have died in 2nd world war, in different place NAGASAKI —
HIROSHIMA that is why all Rwandese through the youth we sympathize and we are
together to build peace in both counties, as also in our country we know the

consequences of war.

UMUHIRE Denyse
NUR Student
E-mail: umudenyl02@yahoo.fr

I heard that Japanese people have experienced the hard tragedy of the History and the
consequences are many and affected the generation of that time and still remain and I

think us as youth we should work together so that it could not happen again.

UMUHOZA Gisele
E-mail: ugisele29@yahoo.fr
NUR

I don’t know many things about the Second World War, but I heard that America
bombed HIROSHIMA and NAGASAKI cities in Japan then many people died and it
seems till now there are troubles in life of citizens of those towns. So, I sympathize with
you.

UMUGWANEZA Ange Nadine

The In country Vice representative of RJSC

National University of Rwanda
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HIROSHIMA NAGASAKI bombing has been a sad period which resulted from Second
World War. There were many deaths, disabled people,...So, many loss of different kinds
and levels. Rwandans and Japanese share memories which brought loss of family
members, relatives but we should all stand for peace now and ever.

UMUKUNZI Marine

Faculty of Law

NUR

What I know, is that on that year the American use the bombings for ending the Second
World War in 1945 in Japan. As the bombs have killed so many people, we are in

remembering them in order to emphasize that it will not happen again.

UWAMARIYA Claudine

E-mail: claudinemymy@yahoo.com

Rwanda

Aprés le commandement du Président des USA Henry TROUMAN, de bombarder
HIROSHIMA -NAGASAKI pour mettre fin la 2eme guerre Mondiale, plusieurs
personnes meurent et il y a eu destruction matérielle comme les Maisons, les ports de
grandes importance et les conséquences demeurent méme aujourd’hui parce qu’il y a

encore les enfants qui naissent étant infirmes.

Je vois qu’ll y a une ressemblance entre ces événements et ceux qui s’étaient produit
au Rwanda pendant le Génocide du 1994. Parce que deux événements étaient
commandés par les Autorités et les gens qui meurent au sein de deux pays : Japonais et
Rwandais étaient tous innocent mais méme si ¢’est ainsi nous continuerons a subir les
conséquences une nouvelle vie constructive et travaillons pour mieux vivre et de lutter

contre les chose pareilles comme ca.

UWIZEYIMANA Martine
E-mail : titino200606@yahoo.fr
NUR
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I commemorate those who lost their lives by the atomic bomb 64years ago.

It 1s a big sin of men that atomic power, which was made by the hands of men, had to be

used as a weapon to kill men.

So as not to repeat such a mistake,

We must call out to the world for the abolishment of atomic weapons.

B & (RREHKT 34F)
WATANABE Kaori (Waseda University, junior)
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